Reflective Paper on Language Origin and Sounds
Language differentiates human communication from response of other animals to stimuli. Every person understands at least one language either through speaking or use of sign. Vocabularies used in every language are uncountable. In this paper we are going to discuss origin reflect on the origin of language and sounds as learnt in class. 
Origin of language
Origin of language describes of human evolution from the past. Written language can be traced from existing records while it is much harder to trace spoken language. Long time ago various systems that included spoken language came from both non-linguistic and proto-linguistic forms of communication. It is believed that in the beginning chimpanzees and human beings came from the same ancestors. It has not been proven for sure how language came about due to lack of trace from the spoken language. Learning or adapting a new language is a linguistic ability as opposed to being a biological ability. All people are born with equal linguistic ability which makes it easy for everyone to learn a language. When children are growing up, they learn a specific language from the surroundings they are brought up in. if a child is brought up in a native surrounding, they will easily learn their native language and easily adapt it and vice versa. This therefore means that language is not inborn and anyone can learn any language depending on the exposure of their surroundings. Language is vital in easy communication. 
It was interesting understanding the two hypothesis that describe the origin of language that included Belief in divine creation and Natural evolution hypothesis. Belief in divine creation states that the language was a gift from the gods while natural evolutions states that human evolved from the chimpanzees’ ancestry and developed a need to have a language for their communication. These theories cannot be proven to be false or true since there lacks tangible evidence and no recordings are available to show. Human and language are inseparable parts in the society. 
Invention hypothesis also tried to explain how human beings might have developed the first language which was also an interesting part of the study. The explanation given by any hypothesis is based on primitive system of the hominid mode of communication. It states that the language could have been developed through a refinement process that happened gradually through human mental development. Linguists acknowledge that the origin of language remains a mystery and one can give evidence of how really language came about. Sarcastic names given to different types of hypothesis was interesting and fun to lean and showed just how creative linguists are through their critics. 
According to the imitation hypothesis, language came about following mimicry of some of the natural occurring sounds and movements of objects. 
1) The "ding-dong" hypothesis- according to the hypothesis, language originated when humans started naming things using sounds they could easily recognize. An explosion could be referred to as boom from the sound it produced. However, imitative sounds could differ from one language to another and this hypothesis became a limiting factor to the hypothesis. 
2) The "pooh-pooh" hypothesis- This hypothesis states that first human language came from some unintended exclamations that included dislike, hunger and especially those that led to expression of emotions. Such words included ha-ha-ha and wa-wa-wa. The hypothesis also has a limitation since such emotional exclamations are rarely used in the language and they are limited to different languages. 
3) The "bow-wow" hypothesis- This is the most famous hypothesis of the four. It states that human language begun when people started imitating sounds produced by animals such as moo, hiss and meow. Although similar types of animals produce similar sounds, different languages have different descriptions of the sounds depending on the individual languages. 
4) "Ta-ta" hypothesis- this hypothesis was first developed by Charles Darwin stating that speech could have originated from a kind of mouth pantomime. This means that the organs of speech were put in use to imitate movements of the hands. The hypothesis states that language originated from existence of gestures and later to organs of speech. 

Necessity hypotheses also plays a major role in describing the origin of language. It states that language originated from responses of acute need in the society.
1) Warning hypothesis- it states that language could have come about following the need for urgency to warn people against danger. These words such as run could have been used during the hunting sessions to warn people against the incoming dangerous animal and continued to be used in the daily activities. 
2) The "yo-he-ho" hypothesis- this explains that the language could have originated from practices that required people to cooperate. Chanting was ideal to simulate cooperation during handling a certain task while others could repeal phrases to symbolize the fighting spirit.  Plato believed language origin was sheer practical necessity and people needed it to continue living on this earth. The necessity therefore led to its invention. 
3) The lying hypothesis-  E. H. Sturtevant argued that as it is human nature to lie to cover for mistakes, language could have originated from the need of deceiving. He argued that selfishness or the need to gain certain things could have created the need to have a language among the people through convincing them. 
      There is no scientific evidence that can support the hypotheses that describe the origin of the language which is why Royal Linguistic Society in London barred the discussions on the language origin since further arguments were likely to lead to fruitless enquiry where researchers would spend a lot of resources.  It is not known for sure how language originated even with the use of the many hypotheses that try to explain its origin. 


      


[bookmark: _GoBack]It is my believe that in order to learn a new language, it is important to understand the basis of its origin. It has been established by great researchers that languages come from a mix of several dialects coming from different parts of the world. Different dialects combine to complement each other and a language is born. The world is ever evolving owing to the fact that there are influences of many factors and so has the language. 
History is interesting to me and that’s probably why the topic of origin of language was really enjoyable. I strongly think that familiarizing myself with the topic was a great idea and it was worth the time. I got to learn important factors that could have led to the language development from the hypotheses. The most interesting hypothesis included the lying hypothesis. It was fun realizing the act of deceit has been in existence ever since the beginning of times. Human beings were creative even in the past and had to come up with ways to out shine the lazy ones. 
On the other hand, "yo-he-ho" hypothesis is evidence that human being is a social being. If language could have its origin from acts that required them to cooperate, I learnt that even from the past humanity existed and people helped each other to achieve common goals. I learnt that language was a project that involved many people and not just a selected few. People made invention of language when they were busy with other tasks which made me appreciate the fact that discoveries are made when there is a necessity to do so. 
I also enjoyed learning the warning hypothesis. It explained the origin of language to have come from the need to alert other people of incoming dangers to save them from the bad ordeal. Learning this hypothesis helped me understand the nature of human beings to want to practice humanity and save the others from any disasters. It has always been a good gesture for people to create alerts whenever they learn of anything that could cause harm to their family members and friends. 
The "pooh-pooh" hypothesis was also interesting in my learning since I understood the need for language for human beings. For human beings to live, basic needs such as food and shelter needs to be there. The hypothesis stated that language originated from the need of human beings to want to show emotions of hunger or dislike. I got to understand that realize how important it is to try and understand the emotions of other human beings. For there to be mutual understanding between two people, language is needed for communication and ensuring one gets what they need. 
Although there was no clear evidence given on the origin of language, the given hypotheses helped me understand that human beings and language are inseparable. Language is vital in human existence and understanding of each other. It was very fun learning that origin of language was a necessity that led to its invention and use among the people from the beginning and has continued to play a major role in major developments. 

Sounds
Sounds carry different meanings in different vocabularies. Smallest unit of a sound is known as phonemes while the study of sounds is referred to as the phonetics. In this topic about sounds, I learnt that different speech organs are used to produce different sounds in a speech. There are a total of fifteen speech organs that are involved during a speech t9o produce different sounds. If in any case one of the speech organ in a person fails to function well then it will mean that their speech will absolutely be affected when they are having a conversation. One of the sound organs is the front teeth and individuals who don’t have them have trouble pronouncing words with s. speech organs help in producing three types of sounds which include initiation, phonation and articulation.
Initiation- any production of a sound that needs existence of air stream in the voice tract. Usually the air stream is generated by the lungs. 
Phonation- modification done by the vocal cords to produce a voice when the airstream passes through the larynx. The sounds are referred to as the voiceless when the vocal cords pull back and fail to vibrate. 
Articulation- when the air stream is passing through the vocal tract, there could be modification caused by the vibration of the active articulators resulting into obstruction of the passage in different capacities. The hindrance of the air stream can happen at any place in the vocal tract which is why active articulators move towards a passive articulator. 
English sounds can be categorized into two different groups that include vowels and consonants. Consonants can further be subdivided into two parts that are voce and voiceless consonants. Usually, voiced consonants are produced once the vocal cords are held firmly making them to vibrate from the air stream passing through them. On the other hand, voiceless consonants are produced when no vibration in the vocal cords takes place. 
In simple terms vowels are sounds produced without any changes in their quality from the time they begin to their end. They are produced from the effect of change of the position of the tongue and the lips of a person during speech. Unlike in consonants, during speech vowels are produced without any friction or obstruction of air from the organs of speech. Further, vowel sounds can be classified into two including simple vowels and diphthongs. 
Learning sounds has helped me realize the great importance of pronunciations during speech. While teaching someone the language it is especially important to be cautious so that the learner can get the distinct meanings of words in speech. Another important thing is to also to ensure that while speaking to children it would be ideal to pronounce words correctly since children learn by imitation of sound. Sounds were fun to study and realizing the areas I may need to improve on to improve the speech. The study was especially helpful as these are the main basis of our everyday communication and it would be unadvisable to overlook their importance. The way we handle language influences a lot on how we interact with people. The more people understand what you are saying, they get to relate well with you. Although language is a wide field of study, sounds form the little bits of it and if we have a strong foundation in their mastery, then we can be sure that learning of any language is simple. It was really fun playing pronunciation games with my friends and helped me differentiate simple variations that I could have otherwise ignored without the study of the topic. Getting straight-forward information from class was also beneficial to me as it spared me the struggle I would have experienced if I were to learn the language on my own. 
In general, linguistics is a field I really enjoy studying and taking part in. it was fun trying to mimic the sounds as I imagined how our ancestors might have been so creative to come up with the language we all find very essential in the present day. I tried pronunciation of different sounds and it was interesting too to do the art. The study is going to be a memorable experience to me owing to the fact that it served as an eye-opener and I learnt so much and had fun at the same time. 


